Speech &
Language Therapy
ice

Helping our children find their vo

Why is speech &
language therapy
so important?
Everyone with Down’s syndrome will have
a degree of learning disability and some
difficulty with speech and language.
All children with Down’s syndrome in Swindon are
given the opportunity and positively encouraged to
attend mainstream school. They receive varying levels
of support but all receive, at best, only one hour of
speech and language therapy per term.
Some of our children attend specialist schools for
people with learning disabilities. At these schools
speech and language therapy is a major part of the
curriculum, provided on a weekly basis by specially
trained teachers and teaching assistants who can
support them on a one-to-one basis.

Unfortunately our children who attend mainstream
school do not recieve this one-to-one support,
mostly due to budget constraints.

As a Group we were so concerned about the
lack of support for our children we decided to
change things...
In 2000 we entered into a Service Level Agreement
with the Primary Care Trust, as it was then, to set up
weekly speech and language therapy groups with a
specialist speech and language therapist for any child
or young person within our group.

Speech therapy needs to be part of their
everyday life and brought into every situation.
It’s about making it fun and normal, not different.
The ability to communicate is such a basic need. It
enables us to communicate choice, feelings, needs
and to socialise.We insist that a parent/carer attends
with the child/young person and in almost all cases
their teaching assistant from school also attends. This
ensures that any work done in the group can be
carried on at home and school.
The group sessions are about increasing vocabulary,
clarity of speech, understanding of language, teaching
signs but most of all increasing their confidence and
self-esteem by encouraging them to speak and giving
them the structure and words that they need.
Far too often our young people will only speak to
familiar adults who they know will understand them.
Our Group aims to widen that. They will all enter the
big, wide world where you make friends, work with
colleagues and communicate with your care givers
by speaking and we must encourage them to do that
from an early age by giving them the skills, praise and
practice within a caring but challenging environment.

“The difference a weekly speech
and language session has made
to them all has been astounding.”

For more information please visit...
www.swindondownsgroup.org.uk

Raising funds to help
give our children a voice
Each year we raise money to fund
speech and language groups for
children within the group.
We don’t charge our parents for this service as we
need to ensure that it is accessible to all our families
and that nobody is excluded on grounds of income.
We do ask that every member helps with raising funds
either individually or by supporting fundraising events.
In order to continue to provide speech and language
therapy to our children as we do, we need to raise
around £18,000 a year.

“We believe that people with Down’s
syndrome have a valuable role to play in
their local community, especially if we help
them improve communication skills, develop
confidence and give them a sense of worth.”

Need more information...

Useful contacts
For more information about our group
E: info@swindondownsgroup.org.uk
T: 01793 538335
Find us on Facebook
@Swindon-Downs-Syndrome-Group

Read more online @

www.swindondownsgroup.org.uk/
what-we-do/speech

www.swindondownsgroup.org.uk
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